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Greetings from the President
 
Welcome to 2022 - special year for OVASA as we are 
celebrating our 50th anniversary!

This year is going to be different from the past 2 that we 
have experienced as a new normal life is about to start.
Please keep an eye out for emails, newsletters and 
website updates.
Thoughts in the wind BBQ, Fun Days, Field & Water Tests 
with OVPDC June 11 and 12th, SD&G Conformation 
Show August 27th, Fall BBQ just to name a few.
Stay tuned.

Please, check our website for posted dates for Shows and 
Social Events  or follow us on FB.

Debbie Cook / OVASA President
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In December 2021 newsletter we published letter dated March 29, 1972 stating foundation 
of Ottawa Valley All Setter Association.  Below is another piece of our history – report to CKC 
showing that in just 2 years OVASA organized many events promoting Setter breeds. 

Continued
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 HISTORY CORNER

From archives of Joan Colbourn – Founder of OVASA 



Continued
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 HISTORY CORNER (continued)



Continued

Below is the list of OVASA members as of December 1974 – truly passionate and energetic 
team of people who organized and carried out these events.

After a few years of sanction matches, still 
freshly organized OVASA held its first Setter specialty 
in 1975. Our specialty is now known for its reputation 
as an international class show attracting dogs from all 
over Canada and USA.

First permanent trophy “Killane Rogue Memorial 
Trophy” was donated by John Royston of Killane 
Kennels ...Irish Setters in Meadowvale, near Toronto.  
Trophy had been won by Ch Killane Rogue....the dog 
in the photo. In 1979 Canadian Dog Fancier published 
Joan’s article about John.  The Canadian Dog Fancier 
was published here in Ottawa and lasted for a limited 
time...until the Editor Dennis Mountney, moved to 
California. (They misspelled Joan’s last name :)   )

Though his name is no longer known to most 
club members he was a significant contributor to our 
history. 

Article is reproduced on the next page.
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OVASA members 1974

 HISTORY CORNER (continued)
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 HISTORY CORNER (continued)



At the beginning of OVASA we 
recognised only the three breeds as the Red & 
White was not part of the approved listing from 
the CKC. The run up to being able to hold a 
CKC sanctioned specialty was to hold at least 
three sanction matches using the CKC rules.

Our membership included Mr. WD 
(Sandy) Gunn who at that time had Gordon 
Setters, later to switch to English Pointers. 
Sandy worked at Ottawa University so he made 
arrangements for us to use an external area 
that was covered in case of inclement weather. 

We now needed a judge, Dr. Quentin 
LaHam worked at Ottawa U and was a 
specialist in canine structure, and in fact he had 
the skeleton of one of his German Shepherds 
assembled in his office. He was starting his 
judging career and happily agreed to judge the 
three Setter breeds.

It must have been the summer of 1975 
when we set up a ring one Sunday, took 
entries, made up judging sheets, conned 
someone to act as ring steward and had a 
great first event in a long list of specialties, 
sanction and fun matches which have been 
held under the OVASA banner.  

The following pictures I took of Vicky 
showing Meagan (our second female) with 
Quentin LaHam as the judge, please note the 
bell-bottom jeans/pants they are both wearing.
 

Vicky with young Meagan (15 moths) and they win 
something!

 DOWN THE MEMORY LANE: OVASA first dog shows

By Patrick Hunt



Page 7 of 23

Best in Multi-Breed Specialty
Killane Rogue Memorial Trophy

Donated by the late John & Muriel Royston

1994/1995 BISS Am/Can Ch 
Standfast Sterling 

1977 BISS 
Am/Can Ch 
Tirvelda Sprig of 
Gabhantyr 1994/1995 BISS Am/Can Ch 

Standfast Sterling 

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS
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Best in Multi-Breed Specialty
Killane Rogue Memorial Trophy

Donated by the late John & Muriel Royston

2015 BISS Gch Darkenwald Sunny’s Halo 

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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BOB English Setter
The Spruce Trophy

Donated by Joan Detmold

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)



Page 11 of 23

BOB English Setter
The Spruce Trophy

Donated by Joan Detmold

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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BOB Gordon Setter
Gunnstalk Trophy

Donated by Wm. “Sandy” Gunn

1976/1977 BOB
Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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BOB Gordon Setter
Gunnstalk Trophy

Donated by Wm. “Sandy” Gunn

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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BOB Irish Setter
The Bry Jade Trophy

Donated by Don and Ian Craig

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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BOB Irish Setter
The Bry Jade Trophy

Donated by Don and Ian Craig

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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BOB Irish Red&White Setter
Trophy Donated by 

IR&W SCC

2019 OVASA Specialty
Above: Irish R&W lineup. 
Left: BOB - GCh Whitehot's Tazmanian She Devil 

Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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Continued

 OVASA SPECIALTIES WINNERS (continued)
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 SOCIAL EVENT: CHRISTMAS PARTY 2021
As COVID-19 was lighting up we were able to hold our OVASA’s traditional Cristmas Party. 

Though many members could not attend it the ones who did had a great time! Good food and wine, 
good company, story telling, laughs and our famous Christmas gifts from secret Santa!

Special thanks to our hosts, Christine and Dennis Phillips, for letting us into their beautiful 
home and hosting this event!
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I am showing English setters since 
2012 but new to the breeding. Cachet (Ch 
Set’r Ridge’s Cachet, FDJ) is an exceptional 
girl, in both conformation and field abilities, 
sound in body and mind, that is why I chose 
her as my foundation bitch. And she did not 
fail - she produces quality offsprings. 

CH Broughall’s Winner Takes All, a.k.a. 
Bentley, finished his Canadian championship 
at 14 months, proudly owned and shown by 
Mary Lou Levesque. He has good hips, 
normal elbows and is available for stud 
services.  

Broughalls’ Run For Carnations, a.k.a. 
Sky, is working on her conformation title, has 
5 points towards her championship (limited 
showing because of COVID). She is 
breeder/owner handled by me. Sky has 
excellent hips. 

I have high expectations from this 
match. Cooper, is Bentley’s half/brother on 
sire line and has similar dam line as Cachet. 
Hes was BIS National Specialty and Canada’s 
#1 English Setter in 2019. Fingers crossed, 
this pair will produce another champion for 
me.

By Oxana Erokhovets

Bentley took BOB at Cornwall in 2019 and secured 
his championship.

Sky in handling class, 2021. 

 WHELPING BOX



My name is Barbara Hollingworth, and I have been animal crazy all my life.  As a young girl 
growing up in Westmount in Montreal we wanted a dog desperately, and my father finally agreed and 
Shandy, an Irish Setter, joined our family when I was 10.  At that time, people in Westmount just let 
their dogs run loose and the Westmount police knew who owned which dog, so, if your dog did 
wander off, he was usually returned in a short time.  I had 2 paper routes, the Montreal Gazette at 
5:30 in the morning and the Montreal Star after school.  Both were in Upper Westmount on the 
mountain.   Shandy was my trusted companion and accompanied me on both paper routes. I used a 
wagon for the afternoon delivery, and, when I was done, I would tie him to the wagon and he would 
gallop along Westmount Boulevard with my wagon in tow, all the way home.  Now Shandy was a 
typical Irish Setter and was always getting up to some mischief, as any Irish owner knows.  My father 
was driving us (3 sisters) to Westmount Park, and Shandy was in the car.  The window was half 
down and, as soon as we stopped at the park, Shandy suddenly squeezed himself out of the car 
window and disappeared across the very large park to the duck pond, that contained a large flock of 
ducks.  He vaulted over the fence, and spent the next 3 hours chasing the ducks back and forth in 
this very large pond.  No one could get him out, including the police.  Finally, as sundown 
approached, we managed to extricate a dripping Shandy from the pond, and give the exhausted 
ducks some peace.  Shandy was banned for life from Westmount Park.  

Now, in our modern climate of the 21st century when dogs and their owners exist under strict 
leash and poop scooping laws, such an event would be impossible, especially since the ducks plus 
the water  -liability I assume - have been removed from the pond.  

That is one of very many hilarious stories that each and every one of my beloved setters have 
left us with.

Finnegan as a pup.

Finnegan  - New ChampionFinnegan’s first win

I am new to the club, but not new to owning setters.  I have 
had Irish Setters pretty well all my life.  Our first setter, Shandy, 
joined our family when I was 10, which was in the 1950’s!!!! At the 
moment, up until five weeks ago, Finnegan and Micky were our 
resident Irish setters.  

This is a photo of one of my setters, Finnegan, (Ch. 
Silverstone Springs Swashbuckler – from breeder Connie 
O’Brian). I think it is one of the cutest puppy photos ever.  
Finnegan is 4 now, working on his grand championship. Finnegan 
is the sire of Anne Perkins’ (Carannagh Kennels) latest litter of 
pups - his first “job.”   
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By Barbara Hollingworth

 OUR DOGS: Irish Setter Tales



Micky, my 2 year old, who got lost about 5 weeks 
ago, simply disappeared on a hike with my husband, in 
an area that we have been hiking in since he was a pup.  
Finnegan came back from a run and Micky did not.  We 
have searched the area for days and done all the usual - 
posters, radio ads, door to door, police, all area vets, a 
drone searching the area, and even a couple of animal 
communicators as a last resort.  There has been no sign 
of him.  We believe he may have gotten into trouble at 
the river, or been stolen.  We have had no response to 
all the usual attempts to find him; posters, door to door, 
police, drones, radio ads, local vets etc. So a plea to 
keep an eye out for anything strange, such as an 
advertisement for unregistered setter pups.  

Micky was one of our babies, plus we had high 
hopes for him as he was to be shown this coming 
summer.  I travelled to Oregon to pick him up from Avon 
Farm Kennel, and he was a beautiful boy, intact 
naturally, so probably valuable to anyone in the 
underworld dog breeding business.   I was/am frantic 
with worry and would just like to know what happened to 
him. 

By Barbara Hollingworth
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 OUR DOGS (continued)



English Setter
✔ Hip Dysplasia
✔ Elbow Dysplasia
✔ Congenital Deafness 
✔ Autoimmune thyroiditis

Gordon Setter
✔ Hip Dysplasia (One of the following)
✔ Elbow Dysplasia
✔ Eye Examination
✔ DNA-based RCD4 Progressive Retinal Atrophy 

(new requirement effective 7/1/13)
✔ DNA Repository (new requirement effective 7/1/13)

Irish Setter
✔ Hip Dysplasia
✔ Autoimmune thyroiditis
✔ Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) DNA Test

Irish Red&White Setter
✔ Hip Dysplasia
✔ Eye Examination
✔ DNA based Canine Leukocyte Adhesion Deficiency
✔ Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) DNA Test

(Optional but recommended)
✔ Autoimmune thyroiditis 

(Optional but recommended)
✔ von Willebrand's Disease 

(Optional but recommended)

Very painful dysplastic hips

CHIC FOR SETTERS 
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The OFA created the Canine Health 
Information Center (CHIC) by partnering 
with participating parent clubs to research 
and maintain information on the health 
issues prevalent in specific breeds. OFA 
established a recommended protocol for 
breed-specific health screenings. Dogs 
tested in accordance with that protocol are 
recognized with a CHIC number and 
certification.

For CHIC certification, all results do 
not need to be normal, but they must all 
be in the public domain so that 
responsible breeders can make more 
informed breeding decisions. For potential 
puppy buyers, CHIC certification is a good 
indicator the breeder responsibly factors 
good health into their selection criteria. 
The breed specific list represents the basic 
health screening recommendations. It is 
not all encompassing. There may be other 
health screening tests appropriate for each 
breed. And, there may be other health 
concerns for which there is no commonly 
accepted screening protocol available.

In addition to the breed specific 
requirements, a CHIC requirement across 
all participating breeds is that the dog 
must be permanently identified via 
microchip or tattoo in order to qualify for a 
CHIC number.

 HEALTH ALERTS
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